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TITLE 25.  DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development proposes to take the action described in the Informative Digest. Any 
interested person may present statements or arguments orally or in writing relevant to the 
action proposed at hearings to be held: 
 

September 10 , 2001, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
3737 Main Street, 2nd floor Ste 207 “Alvarado Room” 
Riverside, CA 92501 
 
  and 

 
September 11, 2001, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
1800 Third Street, Room 183 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
WRITTEN COMMENTS 
 
The Department will consider written comments submitted on or before the close of the 
public comment period at 5:00 p.m. September 17, 2001. Written comments must be 
submitted to the Department at:  
 

Department of Housing and Community Development 
1800 Third Street Room 260 

   P.O. Box 1407  
Sacramento, California 95812-1407 
Attention: Division of Codes and Standards 

 
Comments may be submitted via email to firehydrant@hcd.ca.gov. Comments may be 
submitted by facsimile to (916) 327-4712.  Comments submitted via email  or facsimile 
must be submitted during the required comment period ending 5:00 p.m. September 17, 
2001. 
 
POST-HEARING MODIFICATIONS TO THE TEXT OF THE REGULATIONS 
 
Following the public comment period, the Department may thereafter adopt the proposals 
substantially as described below or may modify such proposals if such modifications are 
sufficiently related to the original text. With the exception of minor technical or grammatical 
changes, the text of any modified proposal will be available for 15 days prior to its adoption 
from the person designated in this Notice as contact person and will be mailed to those 
persons who submit written or oral testimony related to this proposal or who have 
requested notification of any changes to the proposal. The Department will accept written 
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comments on the modified regulations during the 15-day period. 
 
AUTHORITY AND REFERENCE   
 
Pursuant to the authority vested by Sections 18300 and 18691, of the Health and Safety 
Code, and to implement, interpret, and make specific Section 18691 of the Health and 
Safety Code, the Department is considering changes to Division 1 of Title 25 of the 
California Code of Regulations as follows: 
 
INFORMATIVE DIGEST/POLICY STATEMENT OVERVIEW 
 
Summary of Existing Laws 
 
Section 18691(a) of the Health and Safety Code requires the Department to adopt 
regulations in consultation with local firefighting agencies, governing conditions relating to 
the prevention of fire or for the protection of life and property against fire in mobilehome 
parks, special occupancy parks, and manufactured housing communities. The purpose of 
the regulations is to require regular maintenance and periodic inspection and testing of fire 
hydrants and fire hydrant systems.  These regulations are required by statute to be effective 
by January 1, 2002. 
 
Summary of Existing Regulations 
 
Chapter 2, Division 1, Title 25 of the California Code of Regulations specifies 
requirements for Mobilehome Parks (Subchapter 1) and Special Occupancy Parks 
(Subchapter 2).   
 
Summary of Effect of Proposed Regulatory Action 
 
The Department proposes the adoption of these regulations as final regulations to 
establish requirements for the testing and maintenance of fire hydrants and fire hydrant 
systems in parks, as defined in Health and Safety Code Section 18214.1. The purpose 
and effect of each proposed section is as follows: 
 
1. Amend the title of ARTICLE 6. to delete the word “mobilehome” from the title.  
 
2. Amend Section 1300 to add definitions and update the standards for fire protection 

equipment and fire hydrant systems in parks.  
 
3. Adopt Section 1302 to provide for the assumption of enforcement of a local fire 

prevention code by a fire agency. 
 



___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Notice of Proposed Action 3.  6-20-2001 
Fire Hydrant Testing and Certification 
Division of Codes and Standards 
Department of Housing and Community Development 
 

4.  Repeal Section 1310 to relocate the requirements to Section 1300. 
 
5. Adopt 1316 to make clear the minimum requirements for fire hydrant operation and 

water flow.  
 
6. Adopt Section 1317 to require the testing and certification of fire hydrants in parks, to 

establish procedures for documenting the test results, and to establish the qualifications 
for certifying the test results. This section establishes the requirement of use of form 
HCD MP 532, Park Fire Hydrant Test and Certification Report, dated 5/01. 

 
7.  Add Section 1318 to provide the conditions for a park to operate with fire hydrant 

violations. 
     
Policy Statement Overview:  
 
Senate Bill 1627, Statutes of 2000, Chapter 433, requires the Department of Housing and 
Community Development to consult with local fire agencies and develop regulations, for the 
testing of fire hydrants in parks within the State of California.  
 
Meetings with local fire agencies revealed several approaches, which were incorporated 
into the regulations for testing of fire hydrants as well as a difference in standards for 
existing hydrant performance. 
 
The Department’s existing regulations reference an outdated standard (N.F.P.A. Standard 
No. 24, 1977 edition) for the installation of fire hydrants in parks. Copies of this edition of 
Standard No. 24 are not readily available to the public because of its age. The Department 
proposes to update the regulations to reference the current edition of N.F.P.A. Standard 
24, 1995 edition.  
 
As required by Senate Bill 1627 (Statutes of 2000, Chapter 433), the Department of 
Housing and Community Development, in consultation with local fire agencies, developed 
regulations for the testing and certification of fire hydrants in mobilehome parks, special 
occupancy parks, manufactured housing communities, hereinafter “parks,” within the State 
of California.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATES 
 
Mandate on local agencies or school districts: None 
 
Cost or Savings to State Agencies: None 
 
Cost or Savings in Federal Funding to the State: None 
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Cost to any local agency or school district for which Government Code Section 
17561 Requires Reimbursement:  None 
 
Nondiscretionary Cost or Savings To Local Agencies: None 
 
BUSINESS REPORT: The proposed regulations will require businesses to write a report, 
as defined by Government Code, Section 11346.3(c). The regulations require the use of 
HCD MP 532, Park Fire Hydrant Test and Certification Report, dated 5/01. This report is 
necessary for the health, safety, or welfare of the people of the State of California.    
 
INITIAL DETERMINATION OF STATEWIDE ADVERSE ECONOMIC IMPACT 
DIRECTLY AFFECTING BUSINESSES 
 
The Department of Housing and Community Development has made an initial 
determination that the proposed action will not have a significant statewide adverse 
economic impact directly affecting businesses, including the ability of California 
businesses to compete with businesses in other states.  The requirement to test and certify 
fire hydrants and fire hydrant systems does impose a new cost for parks. The cost to test 
and certify fire hydrants (see Form 399) will not have a significant impact on parks. More 
importantly, the cost is insignificant in comparison to the cost of a resident’s or fire fighter’s 
life as the result of a fire hydrant not operating properly during a fire.  The change in fire 
equipment standards from the 1977 to the 1995 edition of the N.F.P.A. does not result in a 
significant increase in costs. 
 
Facts, Evidence, Documents, Testimony, or other Evidence of No Significant 
Adverse Economic Impact on Business:   
 
These regulations implement a new statutory requirement for parks to maintain their fire 
hydrants in an operational condition and to test and certify the fire hydrants’ operation 
annually and the fire hydrant systems for water flow every 5 years. 
 
In addition, as fire hydrants are important to the health and safety of park residents, parks 
already should be maintaining their fire hydrants in an operational condition; therefore this 
regulation does not impose a new requirement for the parks.  
 
The requirement to test fire hydrants and fire hydrant systems does impose a new cost for 
parks. However, the cost to test and certify fire hydrants (see Form 399) will not have a 
significant impact on parks and is insignificant in comparison to the cost of a life as the 
result of a fire hydrant not operating during a fire.  
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The change in fire equipment standards from the 1977 to the 1995 edition of the N.F.P.A. 
as the basis for new or replaced water systems does not involve a significant change in 
standards and therefore does not impose a significant increase in costs. 
 
These regulations will not have an adverse impact on business ability to compete with 
businesses in other states, nor to create or expand business in California.  They will not 
affect creation or elimination of jobs in the State of California. 
 
The required test and certification form should not require more than one hour to complete. 
 The form will be submitted along with the Annual Permit to Operate and an additional copy 
to the fire agency every five years, and so will not require additional submission or report 
completion time. 
 
COST IMPACT ON REPRESENTATIVE PRIVATE PERSON OR BUSINESS 
 
The Department is not aware of any cost impacts that a representative private person 
would necessarily incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action. The 
Department is aware of a cost impact that a representative business would necessarily 
incur in reasonable compliance with the proposed action. The requirement to test fire 
hydrants and fire hydrant systems does impose a significant new cost for parks. However, 
the cost to test fire hydrants (see Form 399) will not have a significant impact on 
mobilehome parks and is insignificant in comparison to the cost of a life as the result of a 
fire hydrant not operating properly during a fire.  
 
ASSESSMENT OF EFFECT OF REGULATIONS UPON JOBS AND BUSINESS 
EXPANSION, ELIMINATION OR CREATION 
 
The Department has made an initial determination as to whether or not, and to what extent, 
this proposal will affect the following: 
 

q The creation or elimination of jobs within the State of California. 
These regulations will not effect the creation of or cause the elimination of jobs 
within the State of California. These regulations impact parks and contain no 
requirement that would have any impact on the creation or elimination of jobs within 
parks. 
 

q The creation of new businesses or the elimination of existing businesses 
within the State of California. 
These regulations will not effect the creation of new businesses or the elimination of 
existing businesses within the State of California. These regulations impact parks 
and contain no requirement that would result in the creation or elimination of parks. 
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q The expansion of businesses currently doing business with the State of 
California. 
These regulations will not effect the expansion of businesses currently doing 
business within the State of California. These regulations impact parks and  
contain no requirement that would affect the expansion of parks currently doing 
business within the State of California. 

 
INITIAL DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON HOUSING COSTS 
 
The Department has made an initial determination that this proposal would not have a 
significant effect on housing costs.  
 
EFFECT ON SMALL BUSINESS 
 
The Department has determined that the proposed regulations will affect small businesses.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Department must determine that no reasonable alternative considered by the 
Department or that has otherwise been identified and brought to the attention of the 
Department would be more effective in carrying out the purpose for which the action is 
proposed or would be as effective and less burdensome to affected private persons than 
the proposed action. 
 
AVAILABILITY OF RULEMAKING DOCUMENTS 
 
All of the information upon which the proposed regulations are based is contained in the 
rulemaking file, which is available for public review, by contacting the person named below. 
 The Initial Statement of Reasons and Express Terms are prepared and available at the 
website address below, or upon request. 
 
AVAILABILITY OF FINAL STATEMENT OF REASONS 
 
At the conclusion of this rulemaking, a Final Statement of Reasons will be prepared as 
required by Government Code section 11346.9. This document will be available from the 
contact persons named below. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
HCD:    Lucy Christensen 
    (916) 327-2796 
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HCD Back-Up:  Donald Minnich 
    (916) 327-2830 
     
 
HCD Address:   Department of Housing and Community Development 
    Division of Codes and Standards 

1800 Third Street, Room 260 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
HCD Website:  www.hcd.ca.gov 
 
HCD Facsimile No:     (916) 327-4712 
 
CONTACT PERSON FOR QUESTIONS ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE PROPOSED 
REGULATIONS. 
 
Specific questions regarding the substantive aspects of the proposed regulations may be 
addressed to: 
 
    Chris Anderson 
    Mobilehome Parks Program Manager 
    Department of Housing and Community Development 
    Telephone: (916) 445-9471 
    Fax: (916) 327-4712 
 
 
 
 


